Persistence of antibodies after vaccination against tick-borne encephalitis.
Active vaccination against the tick-borne encephalitis (TBE) virus has successfully been implemented in endemic countries for many years. However, little was known about persistency of antibodies after completion of the primary vaccination and/or TBE booster immunization. Five recently performed serological follow-up studies in adults have now revealed that the persistence of protective immunity following at least one booster immunization was longer than expected. Notably, studies which analyzed different age groups indicate differences between younger adults aged 18-49 years and older adults aged > or = 50 years with respect to TBE antibody persistence and the immune response following a subsequent booster dose. To summarize, the serological studies included in this analysis generally support a reconsideration of current TBE booster recommendations and a prolongation of booster intervals at least in younger adults.